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MUSEUM OF OPTOGRAPHY, THE
PURPLE CHAMBER EXPLAINED

TALKAND EXHIBITION TOUR
BY DEREK OGBOURNE

7 JULY 2012 - 7PM
COLLECTIONS BUILDING
HEART OF SHARJAH

Derek Ogbourne will lead visitors through his exhibition,
Museum of Optography, The Purple Chamber, as he
discusses the different elements that constitute the latest
instalment of this ongoing project — an art installation
that has as its core narrative the idea that a last image
can be imprinted temporarily on the retina at the moment
of death. The artist will address the multiple themes
explored in the work, including the circumstances
surrounding death, the imagination’s attraction to
tortuous existential and philosophical questions that can
never be answered, and the intersections and blurred lines
between art and science, fiction and fact. He wiil guide
the audience through his complex neural network of
objects, photographs, documentaries, drawings, video
works, audio recordings and paintings, inviting them to
become detective-viewers and to join him in activating
their imaginations as they unravel the mysterious tale of
optopraphy together.
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